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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1 966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1 and 3-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over RO-1 02047 A. 

4. The rejection set forth under 35 USC 103 in the paper mailed May 4, 2006 is 
deemed proper and is herein repeated. The remarks and declaration filed in support 
thereof on October 6, 2006 have been fully considered but have been found not 
persuasive. It is noted that the declaration contained no actual showing or results. 
Rather, the inventors rationale as to why the claims are patentable. The reasons 
advanced by the inventor are consistent with those restated in the remarks and will be 
addressed below: 
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5. Applicants argue that the RO-1 02047 shows PVC in an amount of 0-75 parts and 
that this does not render obvious the claimed limitation of "substantially free of PVC." 
This is not persuasive. The claim language "substantially" broadens the claim so as to 
allow some amount of PVC in the composition. As such, compositions having minor 
amounts of PVC are within the scope of the claims. 

6. Applicants point out that the PVC is a required component because the 
stabilizers are required. This is not persuasive. The stabilizers can function with the 
chlorinated polyethylene. 

7. The statement "reference to '0' PVC is an arbitrary and inaccurate figure..." is not 
well taken. The drafter of the document used specific numbers for specific reasons. It 
is clear that ingredients that are required are present and indicated by a minimum 
amount other than "0". Optional ingredients are routinely referred to as having a 
minimum amount of "0". This is further evidenced by the examples of the document 
which show runs 1 , 7 and 8 having a PVC amount as "0". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter D. Mulcahy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 107. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu can be reached on 571-272-1 1 14. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.. 




Peter D/ Mulcahy 
Primary Exam/ner 
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